
It is one thing to remodel a kitchen, a living room, or a 
bathroom—but it’s a whole other home renovation endeav-
or to switch the entire orientation of a home. That’s ex-
actly what Neil Kelly Design Consultant, Karen Richmond, 
did in a stunning West Slope Portland home renovation 
project. “The entry way was originally narrow and a little 
bit dark, and the client wanted a sense of a nice entry,” 
Karen says.

Originally built in 1974 as a Northwest Contemporary, the home was oriented towards the North—away from sweep-
ing views of the Willamette Valley and Oregon Coast Range. The clients, Dennis and Kathy, wanted to take advan-
tage of the view, and change the style of the home from a Contemporary to a more of a cozy, Country style.
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Dennis says. “We originally had greenhouses on 
the property which drove the house orientation 
to the North. Those greenhouses are gone and 
replaced with a beautiful garden, but we really 
wanted to see the view,” he says.

In addition to adding 940 square feet and swap-
ping the front entry with the back, Karen also 
added a larger kitchen area to facilitate family 
gatherings with the grandkids. Karen added a  
walk in pantry, and then went to in search of a  
rare feature in many Northwest homes: Light.

“In order to bring more light into the home we put 
dormers on the roof, installed light wells, and bar-
rel vaulted the family room,” Karen says.

“The property has been in  
	 our family for 100 years.” 
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