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Beyond Basic
These three kitchens
eschew plain subway tile
for picks wi i
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ABCWE A sy tile from Pratt & Larson mibes up the: kitchen.
AT RIGHT, TOP The Durthionpe kitchen inchudes new wood beames and
a firessh tile. BOTTOM, FROM LEFT In the Tigard home, the designes
ook down 2 wall to connect the: kitchen and dining area. YWhite quartr
oounters and fhat-front cbinets give the bdtchen 2 modern fod. A
shyfight adds depth, and the orange tile provides a pop of color.

Turns out, the brilliant turquoise on the cabinetry,
“Mariner” by Sherwin Williams, is a favorite color
among many. "t fts rght in; Shelly said. "Our din-
ing room is orange. My office is a light turquoise. Our
bedroom is yellow. All the rooms have color”

Tigard: A Happy Backsplash

When Wendy Collins and her hushand bought their
1977 fixer-upper in Tigards Bull Mountain neighbor-
hood in 2006, "It was the worst house on the block,” she
said. But a half-acre yard compensated for pancake bat-
ter yellow walls, off-white carpeting and faux marble
Formica. Over time, the couple updated bathrooms
and painted the exterior, but didn’t address the kitch-
en’s issues until calling Christie Architecture in 2014.

Ihe existing kitchen was a tight U-shape that forced
a busy dreulation path through the work triangle and
caused a choke point at the refrigerator. “For some
reason, my kid and my dog were always at the rndge”
Collins said. Architect Lisa Christie also noticed the
clunky layout. “Everything felt choppy and not cohe-
sive, she said.

Christie designed a new plan that better protects
the cook. First, a small addition enlarged the space
by less than 100 square feet, and the kitchen table
was swapped for a 7-foot island with seating on one
side, where the kids now naturally gravitate. A cleverly
placed skylight mirrors the length of the island to make
the sub-8-fool ceilings feel higher and bathe the prep
space with natural light.

Christie removed a wall in order to connect the
kitchen and adjacent dining room. Now, white quartz
counters and flat-front cabinets let the workspace re-
cede, while a long spine of walnut cabinetry conveys
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warmith and knits the two areas together. “The idea was
to make part of the kitchen really quiet and bright, and
then have that [walnut] focal wall! Christie said.
When Christie asked Collins what she wanted for
the stove backsplash, Collins thought she should play
it safe and suggested a basic subway tile. But the archi-
tect wasn't having it instead producing a tile sample in
Caollins” favorite color. “She just had a way of reaching
into my head and understanding what 1 wanted, and
presenting it to me in a way that | could never have
articulated; Collins said. Mow, there’s a bright spot of
orange Clayhaus tile behind the stove. “It really is my
favorite thing,” Collins said. "It makes me happy”

SW Portland: Modern Mediterranean

Many homeowners appreciate a house with his-
tory. While the old plaster walls and beamed ceilings
in this 1937 Mediterranean-style home in the Dun-
thorpe neighborhood of Portland certainly conveyed
historic charm, the kitchen had been lefi in a state of
arrest. Thanks to a poor remodel by a previous seller,
non-loadbearing walls had been cul down to create
an open plan, the sheetrock left rough and unfinished.
“It’s hard to describe how had it was,” said interior de-
signer Joelle Mesen, whose firm Maison worked with
Cornerstone Construction to rectify the damage.

The homeowners goals were straightforward: she
wanted a cook’s kitchen with lots of storape and room
tomove. The team started by incorporating a small ad-
dition, then adding hefiy wood beams at the 10%-foot
ceilings in order to weave the new space in with the
old. “That was sort of 3 mathematical problem to get
the sizing right, and to feel appropriate to the house,”
Mesen said of the new beams. Tall steel windows at
the sink also fit in with the original architecture.

Throughout the project, the team endeavored to
take cues from the home’s Mediterranean style with-
out petting slavish about period detail. Crisp Shaker
cabinets with streamlined brass pulls were topped
with a rich soapstone counter. Wire mesh inserts lend
a relaxed feel to the upper cabinets, which the design-
ers used to frame a statement wall of terracotta tile
from Ann Sacks. The tile’s honey yellow, charcoal and
off-white pattern reads both old world and fresh. "We
wanted something that didn't feel too fussy, and also a
little more modern,” Mesen said. "But also, like some-
body could say, ‘'Oh this? It was sitting in the parage
and we found it™ A custom black steel stove hood
completes the compaosition.

The kitchen is no longer a site of arrested devel-
opment. Mesen recently checked in with the home-
owner: “She said it encourages her to cook and create
micre often,” the designer said. -
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